Introduction
Indirana leithii was described as Rana leithii by Boulenger (1888) from a single female specimen collected at Matheran (18.98°N; 73.27°E; 772 mASL) , northern Western Ghats, India. After several taxonomic revisions (Kirtisinghe 1958; Dubois 1986; 1987a; 1987b; Laurent 1986 ) and molecular evidence (Roelants et al. 2004 ) I. leithii is now included in a Western Ghats endemic and monogeneric family Ranixalidae Dubois, 1987. Because of the restricted and fragmented distribution and severe decline in the quality of the habitat, the species is currently assessed as Vulnerable in IUCN Redlist (Biju et al. 2004 ).
According to current knowledge, the species Indirana leithii is supposed to occur in Gujarat ( In the current communication, based on the study of topotypic material and material collected from a wide range within the northern Western Ghats, we show that Indirana leithii is restricted to the Western Ghats parts of Maharashtra and that DNA sequence considered as I. leithii from southern India are genetically divergent. We provide molecular and morphological evidences to restrict species distributional boundaries for I. leithii and also provide an osteological study of the topotypic material so as to facilitate future studies in understanding the nature of this species complex and provide better means for identification and delimitation of the species.
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